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Be Heard!  
Passage of the Strengthening Families 
Act Creates Advocacy Opportunities 

Nicole Dobbins, Voice for Adoption  
Stefanie Sprow, Children’s Defense Fund 

  You	
  will	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  see	
  the	
  webinar	
  slides	
  on	
  your	
  
computer.	
  To	
  hear	
  the	
  presenta7on,	
  either	
  listen	
  
through	
  your	
  computer	
  speakers	
  or	
  use	
  the	
  Audio	
  
por7on	
  of	
  the	
  GoToWebinar	
  control	
  panel	
  and	
  
switch	
  to	
  Use	
  Telephone.	
  You’ll	
  then	
  call	
  the	
  number	
  
listed	
  in	
  the	
  control	
  panel	
  and	
  enter	
  the	
  PIN.	
  	
  

  All	
  par7cipants	
  are	
  muted	
  throughout	
  the	
  
presenta7on.	
  

  If	
  you	
  have	
  ques7ons,	
  please	
  type	
  them	
  in	
  the	
  
Ques7ons	
  box	
  at	
  the	
  boHom	
  of	
  the	
  GoToWebinar	
  
control	
  panel	
  and	
  click	
  Send.	
  We’ll	
  take a few 
opportunities during the session to ask the 
questions aloud so everyone can hear the 
answers.	
  	
  

About This Webinar 

Workshop Overview 
	
   What	
  are	
  VFA	
  and	
  Children’s	
  Defense	
  Fund?	
  

	
   Analysis	
  of	
  the	
  child	
  welfare	
  provisions	
  in	
  P.L.	
  113-­‐183	
  
(H.R.	
  4980)	
  Preven7ng	
  Sex	
  Trafficking	
  and	
  Strengthening	
  
Families	
  Act	
  of	
  2014	
  

	
   What	
  opportuni7es	
  does	
  the	
  passage	
  of	
  H.R.	
  4980	
  offer	
  
advocates	
  at	
  the	
  state	
  level?	
  

	
   How	
  can	
  Advocates	
  for	
  Families	
  First	
  support	
  you?	
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Voice for Adoption 

	
   VFA	
  develops	
  and	
  advocates	
  for	
  improved	
  adop7on	
  policies	
  to	
  
make	
  a	
  difference	
  for	
  the	
  102,000	
  children	
  in	
  public	
  foster	
  
care	
  and	
  families	
  who	
  adopt	
  from	
  the	
  public	
  system.	
  
Recognized	
  as	
  a	
  na7onal	
  leader	
  in	
  special	
  needs	
  adop7on,	
  
VFA	
  works	
  closely	
  with	
  federal	
  legislators	
  and	
  child	
  welfare	
  
organiza7ons	
  to	
  highlight	
  policy	
  barriers.	
  	
  

	
   VFA	
  tracks	
  and	
  analysis	
  federal	
  child	
  welfare/adop7on	
  policy	
  
and	
  disseminates	
  this	
  informa7on	
  to	
  our	
  members	
  and	
  
partners	
  through	
  policy	
  calls,	
  webinars	
  and	
  email	
  updates.	
  	
  

www.voice-­‐for-­‐adop7on.org	
  	
  

Children’s Defense Fund 
	
   The	
  Children's	
  Defense	
  Fund	
  (CDF)	
  is	
  a	
  non-­‐profit	
  child	
  advocacy	
  organiza7on	
  that	
  
has	
  worked	
  for	
  more	
  than	
  40	
  years	
  to	
  ensure	
  a	
  level	
  playing	
  field	
  for	
  all	
  children.	
  	
  

	
   The	
  Children’s	
  Defense	
  Fund	
  Leave	
  No	
  Child	
  Behind®	
  mission	
  is	
  to	
  ensure	
  every	
  child	
  
a	
  Healthy	
  Start,	
  a	
  Head	
  Start,	
  a	
  Fair	
  Start,	
  a	
  Safe	
  Start	
  and	
  a	
  Moral	
  Start	
  in	
  life	
  and	
  
successful	
  passage	
  to	
  adulthood	
  with	
  the	
  help	
  of	
  caring	
  families	
  and	
  communi7es.	
  	
  

	
   CDF	
  provides	
  a	
  strong,	
  effec7ve	
  and	
  independent	
  voice	
  for	
  all	
  the	
  children	
  of	
  
America	
  who	
  cannot	
  vote,	
  lobby	
  or	
  speak	
  for	
  themselves.	
  We	
  pay	
  par7cular	
  
aHen7on	
  to	
  the	
  needs	
  of	
  poor	
  children,	
  children	
  of	
  color	
  and	
  those	
  with	
  disabili7es.	
  
CDF	
  educates	
  the	
  na7on	
  about	
  the	
  needs	
  of	
  children	
  and	
  encourages	
  preven7ve	
  
investments	
  before	
  they	
  get	
  sick,	
  drop	
  out	
  of	
  school,	
  get	
  into	
  trouble	
  or	
  suffer	
  family	
  
breakdown.	
  	
  

Preventing Sex Trafficking and Strengthening 
Families Act P.L. 113-183 (H.R. 4980) 

	
   On	
  September	
  29th	
  2014,	
  President	
  Obama	
  signed	
  the	
  
Preven7ng	
  Sex	
  Trafficking	
  and	
  Strengthening	
  Families	
  Act	
  (H.R.	
  
4980)	
  into	
  law.	
  (Public	
  Law	
  113-­‐183)	
  

	
   Three	
  7tles	
  
◦ Title	
  I:	
  Protec7ng	
  Children	
  and	
  Youth	
  at	
  Risk	
  of	
  Sex	
  Trafficking	
  	
  
◦ Title	
  II:	
  Improving	
  Adop7on	
  Incen7ves	
  and	
  Extending	
  Family	
  
Connec7ons	
  Grants	
  
◦ Title	
  III:	
  Improving	
  Interna7onal	
  Child	
  Support	
  Recovery	
  



12/12/14 

3 

Protecting Children and Youth at Risk 
of Sex Trafficking 

	
   Iden7fying,	
  documen7ng,	
  and	
  determining	
  services	
  for	
  children	
  and	
  youth	
  at	
  risk	
  
of	
  sex	
  trafficking	
  

	
   Repor7ng	
  instances	
  of	
  sex	
  trafficking	
  within	
  24	
  hours	
  to	
  law	
  enforcement	
  

	
   Including	
  sex	
  trafficking	
  data	
  in	
  AFCARS	
  

	
   Loca7ng	
  and	
  responding	
  to	
  children	
  who	
  run	
  away	
  from	
  foster	
  care	
  

	
   Increasing	
  informa7on	
  on	
  children	
  in	
  foster	
  care	
  to	
  prevent	
  sex	
  trafficking	
  

	
   Na7onal	
  advisory	
  CommiHee	
  on	
  the	
  Sex	
  Trafficking	
  of	
  Children	
  and	
  Youth	
  in	
  the	
  
United	
  States	
  

*These	
  provisions	
  only	
  apply	
  to	
  the	
  children	
  who	
  that	
  state	
  has	
  responsibility	
  for	
  placement,	
  
care,	
  or	
  supervision,	
  including	
  those	
  who	
  were	
  not	
  removed	
  from	
  the	
  home,	
  children	
  from	
  
foster	
  care	
  who	
  have	
  run	
  away	
  and	
  those	
  receiving	
  services	
  under	
  Chaffee.	
  

Supporting Normalcy: Establishing a 
“Reasonable and Prudent Parent” Standard   

	
   States	
  must	
  implement	
  a	
  “reasonable	
  and	
  prudent	
  parent	
  
standard”	
  to	
  allow	
  foster	
  parents	
  (including	
  licensed	
  kinship	
  
caregivers)	
  more	
  autonomy	
  to	
  make	
  decisions	
  in	
  maHers	
  affec7ng	
  
the	
  health,	
  safety,	
  and	
  best	
  interest	
  of	
  the	
  child,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  
extracurricular	
  and	
  social	
  ac7vi7es.	
  

	
   States	
  will	
  have	
  to	
  revise	
  their	
  licensing	
  rules	
  and	
  policies	
  to	
  ensure	
  
appropriate	
  caregiver	
  liability.	
  

	
   States	
  have	
  one	
  year	
  to	
  implement	
  this	
  provision,	
  and	
  are	
  allowed	
  
more	
  7me	
  if	
  legisla7on	
  is	
  required.	
  

Another Planned Permanent Living 
Arrangement (APPLA) 

	
   AAPLA	
  will	
  no	
  longer	
  apply	
  as	
  a	
  permanency	
  goal	
  for	
  children	
  under	
  age	
  16,	
  and	
  
further	
  case	
  planning	
  and	
  review	
  requirements	
  will	
  go	
  into	
  effect	
  for	
  youth	
  with	
  an	
  
APPLA	
  permanency	
  goal	
  (implementa7on	
  is	
  delayed	
  three	
  years	
  for	
  children	
  in	
  the	
  
foster	
  care	
  systems	
  of	
  Indian	
  tribes).	
  	
  

	
   The	
  state	
  must	
  show	
  its	
  intensive,	
  ongoing	
  and	
  unsuccessful	
  efforts	
  to	
  find	
  permanent	
  
placements	
  during	
  permanency	
  hearings,	
  which	
  should	
  include	
  aHempts	
  to	
  find	
  
biological	
  family	
  members.	
  	
  

	
   The	
  state	
  agency	
  must	
  ask	
  the	
  child	
  at	
  each	
  hearing	
  about	
  his	
  or	
  her	
  preferred	
  
permanency	
  goal	
  and	
  conduct	
  a	
  judicial	
  determina7on	
  showing	
  why	
  APPLA	
  is	
  s7ll	
  the	
  
best	
  op7on.	
  	
  

	
   Ensure	
  the	
  reasonable	
  and	
  prudent	
  parent	
  standard	
  is	
  being	
  followed.	
  
	
   States	
  have	
  one	
  year	
  to	
  implement	
  (by	
  September	
  29,	
  2015),	
  and	
  are	
  allowed	
  more	
  
7me	
  if	
  legisla7on	
  is	
  needed.	
  

	
   Three	
  year	
  delay	
  for	
  children	
  in	
  foster	
  care	
  under	
  the	
  responsibility	
  of	
  an	
  Indian	
  tribe,	
  
tribal	
  organiza7on	
  or	
  tribal	
  consor7um	
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Youth Empowerment & List of Rights Notification 

	
   Sec.	
  113	
  requires	
  children	
  14	
  and	
  older	
  to	
  be	
  consulted	
  in	
  the	
  
development	
  of	
  their	
  case	
  plan	
  and	
  directs	
  states	
  to	
  allow	
  youth	
  to	
  
invite	
  2	
  other	
  members	
  iden7fied	
  by	
  the	
  youth	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  part	
  of	
  their	
  
case	
  planning	
  team	
  (other	
  than	
  their	
  foster	
  parent	
  or	
  caseworker	
  

	
   A	
  state	
  can	
  reject	
  only	
  if	
  there	
  are	
  concerns	
  of	
  safety	
  or	
  not	
  having	
  
the	
  youths	
  best	
  interest	
  at	
  heart	
  

	
   States	
  are	
  also	
  required	
  to	
  provide	
  a	
  wriHen	
  “List	
  of	
  Rights”	
  
document	
  to	
  youth	
  age	
  14	
  or	
  older	
  outlining	
  the	
  following	
  (but	
  not	
  
limited	
  to):	
  educa7on,	
  health	
  care,	
  visita7ons,	
  court	
  hearings/
par7cipa7on	
  and	
  their	
  rights	
  to	
  be	
  safe.	
  	
  

Youth Empowerment & List of Rights Notification 
Continued  

	
   Youth	
  ages	
  14	
  and	
  older	
  must	
  also	
  receive	
  a	
  free	
  annual	
  credit	
  
report	
  and	
  help	
  with	
  resolving	
  any	
  inaccuracies	
  	
  

	
   The	
  state	
  is	
  also	
  required	
  to	
  document	
  a	
  signed	
  acknowledgement	
  
from	
  the	
  child	
  that	
  they	
  received	
  their	
  list	
  of	
  rights	
  and	
  that	
  they	
  
have	
  been	
  “explained	
  in	
  an	
  age-­‐appropriate	
  way”	
  

	
   Two	
  years	
  aler	
  enactment	
  HHS	
  is	
  required	
  to	
  report	
  to	
  Congress	
  an	
  
analysis	
  of	
  how	
  states	
  are	
  administering	
  these	
  requirements	
  and	
  
share	
  states	
  best	
  prac7ces	
  of	
  these	
  efforts	
  	
  

Equipping Youth with Self-Identifying 
Documentation 

	
   Requires	
  that	
  youth	
  who	
  have	
  been	
  in	
  care	
  at	
  least	
  six	
  months	
  must	
  
be	
  provided	
  a	
  legal	
  copy	
  of	
  their	
  personal	
  documents,	
  including	
  
their	
  birth	
  cer7ficate,	
  social	
  security	
  card,	
  driver’s	
  license	
  or	
  
iden7fica7on	
  and	
  medical	
  records.	
  	
  

	
   States	
  have	
  a	
  year	
  to	
  implement	
  this	
  provision,	
  and	
  are	
  allowed	
  
more	
  7me	
  if	
  legisla7on	
  is	
  required.	
  

	
   California	
  has	
  strong	
  state	
  legisla7on	
  on	
  documenta7on	
  provided	
  to	
  
youth	
  aging	
  out	
  of	
  care	
  	
  

	
   Advocacy	
  needed	
  for	
  states	
  to	
  go	
  beyond	
  the	
  law	
  and	
  encourage	
  
providing	
  proof	
  of	
  7me	
  in	
  care	
  for	
  the	
  purposes	
  of	
  college	
  financial	
  
aid	
  access	
  and	
  Medicaid	
  to	
  age	
  26	
  (benefit	
  under	
  the	
  Affordable	
  
Care	
  Act	
  law)	
  	
  



12/12/14 

5 

Equipping Youth with Self-Identifying 
Documentation 
	
   Documenta7on	
  
◦ Birth	
  cer7ficate	
  
◦ SS	
  card	
  
◦ Health	
  insurance	
  and	
  medical	
  record	
  
◦ Driver’s	
  license	
  or	
  I.D.	
  

	
   Advocacy	
  needed:	
  Providing	
  proof	
  of	
  7me	
  in	
  care	
  for	
  the	
  purposes	
  
of	
  
◦ college	
  financial	
  aid	
  access	
  
◦ Medicaid	
  to	
  age	
  26	
  (benefit	
  under	
  the	
  Affordable	
  Care	
  Act	
  law)	
  	
  

Expanding the Adoption Incentive 
Program 

	
   The	
  Adop7on	
  Incen7ve	
  Program	
  is	
  renamed	
  the	
  Adop7on	
  and	
  Legal	
  Guardianship	
  
Incen7ve	
  Payments	
  Program,	
  and	
  is	
  reauthorized	
  through	
  fiscal	
  year	
  2016.	
  	
  

	
   Incen7ve	
  payments	
  to	
  states	
  will	
  now	
  be	
  based	
  on	
  guardianships	
  in	
  addi7on	
  to	
  
adop7ons.	
  	
  	
  

	
   Improvements	
  based	
  on	
  RATES	
  rather	
  than	
  NUMBERS.	
  

	
   The	
  incen7ve	
  categories	
  and	
  payment	
  amounts	
  have	
  also	
  been	
  changed	
  to	
  include:	
  
◦ $5,000	
  for	
  foster	
  child	
  adop7on	
  	
  
◦ $7,500	
  for	
  pre-­‐adolescent	
  child	
  adop7on	
  and	
  guardianship	
  
◦ $10,000	
  for	
  older	
  (ages	
  14+)	
  child	
  adop7on	
  and	
  guardianship	
  
◦ $4,000	
  for	
  foster	
  child	
  guardianship	
  

	
   These	
  provisions	
  take	
  effect	
  as	
  if	
  the	
  legisla7on	
  was	
  passed	
  October	
  1,	
  2013.	
  

Title IV-E Adoption Assistance “De-Link” 
Savings Reinvestment 

	
   Building	
  on	
  the	
  2008	
  Fostering	
  Connec7ons	
  Law	
  “de-­‐linking”	
  a	
  child’s	
  
income	
  eligibility	
  from	
  AFDC	
  (phasing	
  in	
  through	
  FY2018).	
  Federal	
  share	
  
of	
  cost	
  goes	
  up	
  and	
  states	
  save	
  dollars.	
  Already	
  required	
  in	
  law	
  to	
  be	
  
reinvested	
  into	
  child	
  welfare	
  services.	
  	
  

Sec.	
  206	
  	
  

	
   Requires	
  states	
  to	
  annually	
  report	
  any	
  savings	
  to	
  HHS	
  (including	
  what	
  
methodology	
  was	
  used).	
  Must	
  supplement,	
  not	
  supplant	
  

	
   Requires	
  states	
  to	
  spend	
  30%	
  on	
  certain	
  services	
  (post-­‐adop7on,	
  post-­‐
guardianship	
  &	
  preven7on	
  of	
  FC	
  services)	
  used	
  support	
  and	
  sustain	
  
posi7ve	
  permanent	
  outcomes	
  

	
   20%	
  must	
  be	
  spent	
  specifically	
  on	
  post	
  adop7on/guardianship	
  services.	
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Title IV-E Adoption Assistance “De-Link” Savings 
Reinvestment Continued 

What	
  Can	
  State	
  Advocates	
  Do?	
  	
  	
  

	
   Become	
  familiar	
  with	
  the	
  history	
  of	
  this	
  provision.	
  

	
   Understand	
  the	
  new	
  law	
  requirements.	
  

	
   Ask	
  ques7ons	
  and	
  begin	
  a	
  local	
  dialogue	
  to	
  ensure	
  that	
  
these	
  savings	
  are	
  being	
  reinvested	
  for	
  children	
  and	
  families.	
  	
  

Successor Guardians Can Continue to 
Receive Title IV-E GAP 
	
   Payments	
  under	
  the	
  Guardianship	
  Assistance	
  Program	
  (GAP)	
  
for	
  children	
  eligible	
  under	
  Title	
  IV-­‐E	
  may	
  be	
  transferred	
  to	
  the	
  
care	
  of	
  another	
  named	
  “successor”	
  guardian	
  in	
  cases	
  where	
  
the	
  child’s	
  guardian	
  dies	
  or	
  is	
  otherwise	
  unable	
  to	
  care	
  for	
  
them.	
  

	
   These	
  children	
  no	
  longer	
  have	
  to	
  return	
  to	
  foster	
  care	
  for	
  6	
  
months	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  re-­‐qualify	
  for	
  GAP.	
  

	
   Administra7on	
  for	
  Children	
  and	
  Families	
  	
  released	
  Program	
  
Instruc7on	
  ACYF-­‐CB-­‐PI-­‐14-­‐06	
  with	
  instruc7ons	
  on	
  state	
  plan	
  
amendments	
  for	
  this	
  provision.	
  

Successor Guardians Can Continue to 
Receive Title IV-E GAP 
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Data Collection: Adoption/Guardianship 
Disruption & Dissolution 

	
   Requires	
  the	
  Department	
  of	
  Health	
  and	
  Human	
  Services	
  to	
  provide	
  
regula7ons	
  to	
  states	
  around	
  the	
  collec7on	
  and	
  analysis	
  of	
  
informa7on	
  on	
  children	
  who	
  re-­‐enter	
  foster	
  care	
  aler	
  being	
  placed	
  
in	
  adop7on	
  or	
  guardianship.	
  

	
   The	
  regula7ons	
  will	
  require	
  that	
  states	
  collect	
  and	
  report	
  –the	
  
number	
  of	
  children	
  who	
  enter	
  FC	
  aler	
  the	
  finaliza7on	
  of	
  an	
  
adop7on	
  or	
  guardianship.	
  

	
   A	
  list	
  of	
  data	
  details	
  will	
  be	
  required,	
  for	
  example:	
  length	
  of	
  
placement,	
  type,	
  age	
  of	
  child,	
  type	
  of	
  agency	
  (public/private)	
  that	
  
made	
  the	
  ini7al	
  placement,	
  etc.	
  	
  

Notification of Sibling Placements 

	
   Sec.	
  209	
  –	
  Builds	
  on	
  the	
  “Rela7ve	
  No7fica7on”	
  provision	
  from	
  2008	
  
Fostering	
  Connec7ons	
  Law.	
  	
  

	
   Clarifies	
  that	
  agencies	
  must	
  no7fy	
  parents	
  of	
  a	
  child’s	
  siblings	
  when	
  
the	
  child	
  is	
  removed	
  from	
  a	
  parent’s	
  care.	
  This	
  includes	
  children	
  
who	
  would	
  have	
  been	
  considered	
  siblings	
  if	
  not	
  for	
  the	
  termina7on	
  
or	
  other	
  disrup7on	
  of	
  parental	
  rights.	
  	
  

	
   States	
  have	
  one	
  year	
  to	
  implement	
  this	
  provision,	
  and	
  are	
  allowed	
  
more	
  7me	
  if	
  legisla7on	
  is	
  required.	
  

	
   Administra7on	
  for	
  Children	
  and	
  Families	
  	
  released	
  Program	
  
Instruc7on	
  ACYF-­‐CB-­‐PI-­‐14-­‐06	
  with	
  instruc7ons	
  on	
  state	
  plan	
  
amendments	
  for	
  this	
  provision.	
  

Family Connections Grants, 1 year Extension 

	
   Family	
  Connec7ons	
  Grants	
  established	
  in	
  the	
  Fostering	
  Connec7ons	
  to	
  
Success	
  and	
  Increasing	
  Adop7ons	
  Act	
  of	
  2008	
  (Fostering	
  Connec7ons	
  Act).	
  

	
   Funding	
  for	
  Family	
  Connec7ons	
  Grants	
  (which	
  include	
  kinship	
  navigators,	
  
family	
  finding,	
  and	
  family	
  group	
  decision	
  making	
  programs)	
  is	
  extended	
  
through	
  fiscal	
  year	
  2014	
  at	
  the	
  current	
  authoriza7on	
  of	
  $15	
  million.	
  	
  

	
   Current	
  grantees	
  who	
  were	
  awarded	
  three-­‐year	
  grants	
  in	
  2012	
  were	
  facing	
  
threat	
  of	
  loosing	
  last	
  year	
  of	
  funding	
  in	
  FY2014.	
  	
  

	
   This	
  sec7on	
  removes	
  the	
  provision	
  in	
  current	
  law	
  that	
  requires	
  at	
  least	
  $5	
  
million	
  of	
  the	
  Family	
  Connec7on	
  Grants	
  funding	
  be	
  used	
  to	
  support	
  
kinship	
  navigator	
  programs.	
  

	
   No	
  new	
  RFP’s.	
  This	
  funding	
  only	
  completes	
  the	
  work	
  of	
  current	
  grants.	
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Improving International  
Child Support Recovery 

	
   Third	
  7tle	
  of	
  the	
  bill,	
  unrelated	
  to	
  our	
  work	
  

ACF Program Instructions Issued  
	
   On	
  November	
  21,	
  2014,	
  the	
  Administra7on	
  for	
  Children	
  and	
  
Families	
  released	
  Program	
  Instruc7on	
  ACYF-­‐CB-­‐PI-­‐14-­‐06	
  that	
  
provides	
  informa7on	
  and	
  instruc7ons	
  for	
  amending	
  the	
  
rela7ve	
  iden7fica7on	
  and	
  no7fica7on	
  to	
  include	
  siblings	
  and	
  
incorpora7ng	
  successor	
  guardian.	
  

	
   Informa7on	
  on	
  effec7ve	
  dates	
  and	
  applying	
  for	
  a	
  delayed	
  
effec7ve	
  date	
  if	
  state	
  legisla7on	
  is	
  required	
  (within	
  30	
  days	
  of	
  
PI)	
  

	
   Informa7on	
  on	
  submitng	
  agency	
  plan	
  amendments	
  (within	
  
60	
  days	
  of	
  PI)	
  	
  

Looking to 2015 and 
Beyond 

	
   Federal	
  legisla7on	
  &	
  con7nued	
  child	
  welfare	
  finance	
  reform	
  landscape	
  on	
  
the	
  horizon	
  

	
   Opportuni7es	
  for	
  advocacy	
  on	
  the	
  federal	
  &	
  local	
  levels	
  

	
   Keeping	
  the	
  eye	
  on	
  the	
  prize:	
  con7nued	
  communica7on	
  and	
  guidance	
  
from	
  advocates	
  



12/12/14 

9 

Advocates for Families First 

1.  State	
  implementa7on	
  items	
  

2.  What	
  can	
  advocates	
  do	
  to	
  inform	
  local	
  
implementa7on?	
  

3.  What	
  resources	
  can	
  Advocates	
  for	
  Families	
  First	
  
offer?	
  	
  	
  

Provision	
  Included	
   State	
  Responsibility	
   Local	
  Advocacy	
  	
  

Suppor7ng	
  Normalcy	
   States	
  implement	
  “prudent	
  
parent	
  standard”	
  
States	
  revise	
  licensing	
  standards	
  
May	
  require	
  legisla7on	
  

Inform	
  the	
  defini7on	
  
Provide	
  tes7mony	
  
Serve	
  on	
  task	
  force	
  

APPLA	
  Improvements	
   Demonstrate	
  increased	
  
permanency	
  efforts	
  
Should	
  result	
  in	
  increased	
  
permanency	
  outcomes	
  for	
  older	
  
youth	
  

Serve	
  in	
  foster	
  care	
  review	
  mee7ngs	
  and	
  permanency	
  
roundtables	
  
Support	
  youth	
  network	
  and	
  advocacy	
  teams	
  
Educate	
  and	
  support	
  youth	
  regarding	
  permanency	
  op7ons	
  

Youth	
  Empowerment	
   Include	
  youth	
  age	
  14+	
  in	
  case	
  
planning	
  
Report	
  to	
  fed	
  in	
  2	
  years	
  

Ensure	
  youth	
  have	
  skills	
  and	
  ability	
  to	
  par7cipate	
  fully	
  
An7cipate	
  results	
  from	
  2	
  year	
  report	
  and	
  develop	
  advocacy	
  plan	
  

Documenta7on	
   Provide	
  legal	
  (official)	
  copy	
  
One	
  year	
  to	
  implement	
  

Share	
  California	
  legisla7ve	
  language	
  
Push	
  for	
  addi7onal	
  documenta7on	
  on	
  7me	
  in	
  care	
  
Monitor	
  implementa7on	
  

Improve	
  Incen7ve	
  Program	
   Effec7ve	
  as	
  of	
  October	
  2013	
  
Based	
  on	
  RATES	
  
Incen7ves	
  for	
  Guardianship	
  

Monitor	
  RATES	
  of	
  guardianship/adop7on	
  and	
  reinvestment	
  of	
  
incen7ves	
  (NACAC	
  reports)	
  
Push	
  for	
  KinGAP	
  in	
  your	
  state	
  
An7cipate	
  advocacy	
  approaching	
  2016	
  

Provision	
  Included	
   State	
  Responsibility	
   Local	
  Advocacy	
  	
  

Title	
  IV-­‐E	
  De-­‐link	
   Report	
  annually	
  on	
  savings	
  and	
  reinvestment	
  
Must	
  not	
  supplant	
  
30%	
  to	
  support	
  permanency	
  outcomes	
  
20%	
  post-­‐adop7on,	
  post-­‐guardianship	
  support	
  

Monitor	
  repor7ng	
  and	
  hold	
  states	
  accountable	
  
Serve	
  on	
  advisory	
  panels	
  
Develop	
  reinvestment	
  plans	
  and	
  share	
  early	
  

Successor	
  Guardians	
   Must	
  transfer	
  assistant	
  payments	
  to	
  named	
  
successor	
  

Educate	
  caregivers	
  about	
  the	
  importance	
  of	
  
naming	
  a	
  successor	
  
Familiarize	
  self	
  with	
  ACYF-­‐CB-­‐PI-­‐14-­‐06	
  	
  
Push	
  for	
  GAP	
  in	
  non-­‐par7cipa7ng	
  states	
  

Data	
  Collec7on	
   Report	
  on	
  re-­‐entry	
  aler	
  adop7on/
guardianship	
  

Monitor	
  repor7ng	
  and	
  analyze	
  results	
  
Inform	
  systems	
  regarding	
  training,	
  support,	
  and	
  
service	
  models	
  that	
  support	
  stability	
  

Siblings	
   No7fy	
  parents	
  of	
  siblings	
  
One	
  year	
  to	
  implement	
  	
  

Familiarize	
  self	
  with	
  ACYF-­‐CB-­‐PI-­‐14-­‐06	
  	
  instruc7ons	
  
Monitor	
  states’	
  progress	
  
Inform	
  legisla7on,	
  if	
  required	
  

Family	
  Connec7ons	
  Grants	
   Awarded	
  final	
  year	
  of	
  funding	
   Watch	
  for	
  evalua7on	
  reports	
  and	
  use	
  informa7on	
  
in	
  1)	
  developing	
  advocacy	
  plan	
  to	
  request	
  future	
  
funding,	
  and	
  2)	
  replica7on	
  of	
  successful	
  models	
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Resources Available 
	
   Assistance	
  with	
  data	
  collec7on	
  	
  

	
   Assistance	
  with	
  understanding	
  funding	
  streams	
  and	
  promo7ng	
  
spending	
  plans	
  

	
   Assistance	
  in	
  developing	
  
◦  	
  Legisla7ve	
  language	
  
◦  	
  Program	
  proposals	
  
◦  	
  Ac7on	
  plans	
  

Questions? 
Nicole	
  Dobbins,	
  Execu7ve	
  Director	
  

1220	
  L	
  Street	
  NW,	
  Suite	
  100-­‐344	
  

Washington,	
  D.C.	
  	
  20005	
  

202-­‐210-­‐8118	
  

voiceforadop7on@gmail.com	
  	
  	
  

www.voice-­‐for-­‐adop7on.org	
  	
  	
   

Stefanie	
  Sprow	
  

Senior	
  Policy	
  Associate,	
  Child	
  Welfare	
  and	
  Mental	
  Health	
  

Washington,	
  D.C.	
  20001	
  

202-­‐662-­‐3568	
  

ssprow@childrensdefense.org	
  

www.childrensdefense.org	
  	
  

Advocates	
  for	
  Families	
  First	
  
508-­‐254-­‐2200	
  
info@advocatesforfamiliesfirst.org	
  
www.advocatesforfamiliesfirst.org	
  	
  


